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Dear parents and friends, 

We are nearly three-quarters through the school year and it is amazing to see how much everyone is 

growing, and in so many ways.  

What a busy term ahead we have with school camp to the Invictus Games, Swim School, Film Festival, 

choir excursions, Kindergarten Orientation sessions, art classes and all the busyness of end-of-year 

events, assessments and reports.  

I would like to say a very special thank you to the Rainbow Run committee for all their efforts in the event 

and fundraising to support our school programs. Over $9500 was raised from the race and sponsors. 

Thank you to our local community and volunteers who supported in many roles on the day. Thank you to 

the 2508 families who joined us for some special fun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last Friday, we held a fundraiser for the farmers who have suffered from the droughts. Everyone looked 

very country-fied and through our community’s generosity, the amount raised was $167.00 for ‘Drought 

Angels’.  https://www.droughtangels.org.au/ 

Stay safe these holidays, rest, recover and enjoy your time together. School returns for students and staff 

on Monday 15 October.  

Bec Stone 

Principal 

Otford Public School 
Station Road,  

OTFORD NSW 2508  
Phone 02 4294 1323  

Email: otford-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au  
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School Camp 

Regarding the camp and Invictus Games, we have had some wonderful news. We have been subsidised 

with funds, through a regional and rural grant, of $2600.00 to attend, arranged by the games organisers 

and an amazing financial bonus for our school community!  

Your deposit of $100.00 will cover your portion of camp costs, with the grant covering what would have 

been your remaining second payments. If there are any leftover funds remaining, 

you can either hold as fees in advance for the film excursion, for example, or fees 

for next year or get a refund. I will send you a finalised costing early next term. 

Tickets have been finalised at $30.00 pp for the games itself and we are waiting to 

hear about final bus arrangements from the Games. 

 

Planning for 2019 

As we evaluate 2018 and plan towards 2019, we need to consider all matters which impact the school.  

Firstly, we ask you to please complete the surveys (links next page) during the next three weeks. 

The second is to look at our proposed number of students for 2019. We currently have seven new 

kindergarten students and a possible returning student to take us to 52 students. There are four possible 

scenarios: 

1. Two classes (K-2 and 3-6, as per 2018) with three days extra teacher allocation provided through a 

small school’s supplement. So, much like we have done this year with two classes, and a third 

teacher on three days.  

2. Using P&C and school funds, we may be able to fund the two extra days for the third teacher to 

then have three permanent classes (K-2, 3/4 and 5/6). 

3. If we get 53 or more students, we get a permanent third teacher five days per week.  

4. If we get 51or less, we will only have the two classes and no extra funding. 

So, you can see we are again at a tricky number at 52. Next term we need to finalise these numbers and 

that will impact our staffing arrangements for 2019. Data is harvested for allocation of teachers early in 

February.  

Families which may be commencing at the school: If you know of families moving into our area, 

and planning to commence school with us, please encourage them to enrol at their earliest convenience.  

Families which may be leaving the school (other than Year 6): If you know your child/children will 

no longer be attending our school in 2019, please inform the school at your earliest convenience so we 

may remove you from the various scenarios.  

Families on vacation in the first week/weeks of school 2019: If you know your child/children will 

be absent on leave during the first weeks of school, the school needs to have advice (a note, email or 

letter) to ensure a place is kept for that student in class numbers. 
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‘Tell Them from Me’ Survey 

Have your say in the Otford Public School 2018 ‘Tell Them from Me’ 

survey!   

Sign on at:     https://nsw.tellthemfromme.com/kssrc 

You are welcome to use a computer at school, so please see the teacher for 

an afternoon session at pickup time. 

In houses with multiple children, we recommend that parents complete the 

survey with only one child in mind. However, if they feel the school 

experiences of their children differ they are welcome to complete one survey for each child. 

At the end of each year, schools evaluate the current school plans and strategic directions that have been 

in place for the year, to refocus and shape next year's plans. 

The survey covers parents’ perceptions of their children’s experiences at home and school, as well as the 

extent to which parents feel the school supports learning and positive behavior and promotes a safe and 

inclusive environment. 

 Why is it important?   

 School, family, and community partnerships help connect parents to the school and, in the process, 

benefit students (Epstein et al., 2002).   

 Parental participation in the form of volunteering and attendance at parent-teacher meetings is 

associated with student academic achievement (Sui-Chu & Willms, 1996). 

 When parents attend school activities and events they not only support the school and their own 

child but other participating students as well (Simon, 2004).   

 Family participation in school declines as a student progresses from the primary grades through to 

secondary school (Simon, 2004). 

 

New School Website 

Bookmark it at:    https://otford-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/  

All Department of Education schools have been transferred onto a new 

school website service platform. Not all the school’s old website was 

successfully converted, and we are working on it to update all 

information, but it will take some time.  

For now, most of 2018’s newsletters have been reuploaded which you can access from the Newsletter tab 

at the very top of the page. In the Notes section (lower tabs), there have been some problems and so you 

will find current notes and archived newsletters. The Google calendar is working and parent’s main source 

of confirmed dates. 

https://nsw.tellthemfromme.com/kssrc
https://otford-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/
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Excursion to ‘Film by the Coast’ 

This week both classes will be submitting films for the ‘Film by 

the Coast’ Festival next term.  

We will be holding a whole school excursion to go and see the 

festival matinee at Anita’s Theatre in Thirroul on 7 November. 

We will be travelling by bus, and as all students and staff will be 

attending, there will be no supervision at school. We will depart 

school about 9:45am and will have lunch in the park before 

returning to school about 1:45pm. 

If parents and families would like to see their child’s film entry at 

the evening premier, tickets will go on sale next term. 

 

Selective High School Placement for 2020 

Selective high schools cater for high achieving academically 

gifted students who may otherwise be without enough 

classmates at their own academic and social level. These 

schools help gifted and talented students to learn by grouping 

them with other gifted and talented students, teaching them in specialised ways and providing educational 

materials at the appropriate level. 

Applications for selective high school placement are considered mainly based on the Selective High 

School Placement Test results and school assessment scores. The Selective High School Placement 

Test will be held on Thursday 14 March 2019. 

If you would like to have your child considered for Year 7 selective high school entry in 2020, you need to 

apply on the internet using a valid email address (not the student’s email address). 

Detailed instructions on how to apply online will be available from mid-September 2018 at https:// 

education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes/year-7. The 

application website opens at that link on 9 October 2018 and closes on 12 November 2018. You must 

apply before the closing date. 

 

There are no paper application forms. If you do not have internet access, you could apply at a public 

library. If you have a disability that prevents you from using a computer, you can contact the Unit for 

assistance after 9 October 2018. 
 

You must submit only ONE application for each student. 

https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes/year-7
https://education.nsw.gov.au/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-classes/year-7
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P & C News 

On behalf of Otford Public School P&C we would like to thank the community for all their support for the 

Rainbow Run. 

- Our generous sponsors, Peabody, Ray White, Tradies, Wollongong City Council and EcoMode.  

- Volunteers : the Otford Rural Fire Service, Helensburgh Lions Club, Helensburgh soccer club, National 

Park, local Otfordians, Otford Pantry, Otford Public School teachers, parents and children.  

A special thank you also to our tireless committee, Susan, Wendy, Paul and Donna, who worked behind 

the scenes to bring about a great local event, and ensured everyone had a safe and fun day. 

Without you all we couldn’t have done it, so thank you from all of us at Otford Public School - we raised 

an amazing $9,534.00. 

Regards 

Indri, P&C President 
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Student Merit Awards  

Congratulations to our outstanding Merit Award winners.  Well done! 
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Community Noticeboard 

 

 

 

 


